Teens laud stern words from judge

By Adam Folk and Nikasha Dicks| Staff Writers 

Thursday, October 19, 2006

The show was long, but Justin Chastagner absorbed every minute. 
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Columbia County Chief Magistrate Judge Wade Padgett conducts his Teenage Years 101 seminar for students at Augusta Preparatory Day School.

The 19-year-old Georgia Military College student said Wednesday's Teenage Years 101 seminar at Augusta Preparatory Day School will make him rethink all the difficult situations life throws his way. 

"I took everything he said to heart," Mr. Chastagner said. "When a judge speaks to you without a robe, it's a different story."

That's just what the program's creator, Judge Wade Padgett, wants to hear. 

Columbia County's chief magistrate judge said his 90-minute seminar's harsh but truthful approach to educating teens is essential. 

"I figure if kids ever find out you're lying to them, they won't believe you on the big stuff," Judge Padgett said. "I've decided to tell them everything and let them make their own decisions."

The dangerous ingredients found in methamphetamine, and the legal consequences of underage consensual sex and smoking marijuana were all discussed during the seminar. 

Charles Purcell, 15, said he has always known right from wrong, but it was different to hear it from a judge.

"I didn't know how serious it was and how much trouble you could get in," the Aquinas High School sophomore said.

His sister, Mary Helen Purcell, 16, agreed. "I knew what was morally wrong but not criminally wrong." 

Judge Padgett later opened the floor for questions, an opportunity only a few took.

"Some people didn't ask questions because they thought they were dumb questions or that they were going to get laughed at," said Gywinn Lewis, 15, a sophomore at Academy of Richmond County High School.

One point the judge repeated stuck with 15-year-old Sean Levy, an Augusta Prep sophomore.

"It doesn't matter if you're sorry or not, you're still going to jail."

Reach Adam Folk at adam.folk@augustachronicle.com. Reach Nikasha Dicks at nikasha.dicks@augustachroncile.com.

WHAT'S NEXT
Columbia County Chief Magistrate Judge Wade Padgett said he plans to put his seminars on hold through the fall, but he may be expanding in the near future. He said he has requests to bring the program to schools in Jefferson County, Richmond County, McDuffie County and Atlanta.
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